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CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW (FOR SUFFERERS)
 

We are going to look at the One True God of the Scriptures…
Doing this, to learn the why of suffering, and what God is doing in suffering, 
will help us to see our suffering in light of who God is, and not God through our suffering.

OUR GOD

· Is High: 
Who is like the Lord our God who is enthroned on High who humbles Himself to behold the earth. 
Ps 113:5-6
For You oh Lord are Most High over all the earth; You are exalted above all gods. Ps 97:9

· He is Holy: Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God almighty… Rev 4:8

· He is Personal: 
1. A God who wants to be known by us
Let Him who glories, glory in this, that he understands and knows me. Jer 29:23
2. About the Israelites He said…And surely is true for all His people… 
-I will give them a heart to know Me…and they shall be My people, and I will be their God… 
Jer 24:7
3. And what could be more personal than …God Is Love. 1 Jn 4:8

· He is Good: In all that He is, and all that He does, He is Good. 
You are good and what You do is good. Ps 119:68

· So, our God is an Awesome God--And he is the Only One like Him. 
I am God and there is no other, I am God and there is no one like me. Is 46:9

GOING DEEPER

· God is High in that, He is…
1. The Creator and owner of all things. 
It is I who made the earth and created man upon it…the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it; the world and all those who live in it. Ps 24:1
2. A Triune God-Let us make man in our own image. Gen 1:26 
This also demonstrates His awesomeness, 
And that He is personal and relational-three persons, 
dwelling and relating perfectly together.
3. All powerful 
4. All knowing
Great is our Lord, mighty in power. His understanding has no limit. Ps 145:5
5. Sovereign everywhere, and involved 
Am I not a God at hand, declares the Lord, and Not a God far away...Do I not fill heaven and earth? Declares the Lord. Jer 23:23
And scripture says, 
The Lord works out everything to its proper end… Prov16:14

· God is Holy in that He is…
1. Perfect in all His ways and in all His person. 
God is light and in Him is NO darkness at all. 1 Jn1:5 
2. Wholly righteous
The Lord is righteous in all His ways…Duet 32:4a
3.  Always pure and right in His decisions and deeds
All His ways are just. A God of faithfulness without injustice. Duet 32:4b
4. Inherently and fairly just. 
And He must be just and righteously angry about sin--or He is not Holy.
So, God’s Word says, Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne…Ps 89:14

· God is Good in that He is…
1. Full of mercy and grace. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful. Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. Ps 103:8
2. All sufficient, for all things, for everyone. 
Your loving-kindness is better than life…My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness…You have been my help , and in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. Psa 63:3-7 
The Lord is my portions (all I need). Lam 3:26 
Those who live in the shadow of the Almighty will find rest. Ps 91:12
3. And remember God is love. 1 Jn 4:8 
He is the embodiment of ultimate love
Remember this verse? …
Righteousness and Justice are the foundation of Your throne, the rest of it is, lovingkindness and faithfulness go before You. Ps 89:14  
His lovingkindness and faithfulness go before His every decision.
Because He is:
a) Full of compassion  
b) Faithful and true
c) Committed/perfect in care & help
d) Surpassing in goodness/kindness-
His love is inseparable from His goodness. When HE does good, 
it is the expression…or the practice of His love. 
And His love flows out of His holy goodness. So, the psalmist says, 
God of ALL compassion/comfort…2 Cor 1:3
You O Lord are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. Ps 86:5

4. This High and Holy and Personal God is GOOD in the very essence of His being, which He cannot deny: 
How great is Your goodness. Ps3:19
Whether we recognize it or not…
From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another. Jn 1:16
5. Theologians have said… 
His  goodness has been described encompassing all His attributes (Herman Bavinck). 
 And in the Scriptures, we read… 
Moses said, I pray thee, show me thy glory, and God said, I myself will make all my goodness pass before You. Ex 33:19
 Because God is so Good…   
6. He is a giver who takes pleasure in bestowing. 
The Lord be exalted who takes pleasure in the prosperity (well-being) of his servant. Ps35:27 
The Lord longs to be gracious o You, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on You. 
Is 30:18 
Of Himself God said, 
I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness. Jer 29:23-24

· God is Worthy
1. Because of who He is, He is worthy …He is worthy of glory and praise. 
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise. Ps 145:3
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all. 1 Chron 29:11
2. Surely the world would be all wrong, without God receiving the glory He is due.
Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
Ps 29:2
3. Because He is SO WORTHY of glory and desirous to share it (reveal and bless with it)…He created the angles to pleasure in worshiping Him. 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights!... Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! ... Let them praise the name of the Lord! For He commanded and they were created. Ps 148:1-5 
4. But for ALL that He is…He is worthy.
a) He was and is worthy of things the angles could not understand
b) He was and is satisfied within Himself
c) But for all that He was and is…He was also worthy of personal and undivided…
i. worship,   
ii. Faith & trust, 
iii. dependence, 
iv. hope in Him alone, 
v. devotion to Him, and of 
vi. supreme satisfaction and delight found in Him alone.

5. Our One True God is the Only One worthy of these things. 
a) For these to be place in anyone or anything else besides Him, is dishonor and spiritual adultery the One True, Perfect, Good, Sufficient, All Satisfying, God. 
b) So later, about Israel God’s wayward people, God had to say… 
A spirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they have played the harlot, departing from their God.  Hos 4:12 

And so…because The One True God is so worthy of all these things, and a He is a good God, who takes pleasure in bestowing, God began…

A MASTER PLAN

· Before the foundation of the world…He had a perfect Master Plan
1. A people of His own - forever 
2. For His glory that blesses others

3. Us knowing, worshiping and abiding with Him 
4. And (in pleasure) He is bestowing all that is found in Him and more.
5. Which would only lead to our praise, delight, gratitude, reverence…
 
6. Which only in turn brings Him even more (holy) glory and pleasure. 
Thou art worthy O Lord to receive glory and honor and power, for thou hast created all things, and
 for Thy pleasure, they were created. Rev 4:11 
1 Peter 2 teaches us that we are His own precious possession, created 
to proclaim His excellencies. (vs 9)  

· In Eph 1 we see the whole picture of His plan: 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love, He predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace. Eph 1:5
Even His glory cannot be separated from His goodness. 
For in seeing/knowing His glory, we are blessed. 

· God would create the universe, the earth, and mankind to know and walk with Him.
He did, and walked with the first man and woman in the garden (Gen 3:8)
For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... All things were created through Him and for Him. Col 1:16

And I heard a loud voice fromthe throne saying, ‘Behold,  the dwelling place of God is with man. He willdwell with them, and they will be his people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. Rev 21:3

And this is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
Jn 17:3  

               -----WHAT A GLORIOUS PICTURE OF HOW IT WAS FOR A WHILE----
…with Adam and Eve in the beginning of creation, in the garden (Gen 1:26-30; 3:8a).
SIN AND SUFFERING

· BUT YES, to have a people of His own forever, our good, Triune God would…

1. Painfully allow sin and suffering in spite of the cost. 
(And the greatest cost was to Him!…as we’ll see in a few minutes.)
2. But not without God Himself:
a) Offering all that He is to meet sin and suffering
b) Taking the full brunt of sin,  and suffering and shame …That’s who He is.
c) Because He is the God of all compassion and grace… 
i. His stance on suffering has always been the same
ii. In Is 63:9-He says even about the suffering caused by Israel’s own sin: 
-In all their affliction, He was afflicted.
d) In spite of the great cost… to accomplish his good and perfect plan, He would need to allow sin and suffering to come.
3. This was the only way to have a people of His own with Him forever. 
a) His people would need to be created (in His image,)
As persons, relational like Him,
b) With their own thoughts, 
And at least the capacity to make choices.
c) A true relationship must have these things.
d) His people would have to be made Holy…something they could not do for themselves.

· Though God created man and the angels without sin, they were not holy like God… unable to sin. 
1. No created thing could be holy…if they were, they would be God.
 Because as 1 Sam 2:2 says, There is no one holy like the Lord. 
2. God knew, given the choice, it was only a matter of time before sin would be their choice.
4. But for His perfect and good Master Plan, God would also provide, in Himself, 
 All that is needed for sin, and even suffering. 
 Though He causes (by allowance) grief, He will have compassion according to the abundance of
 His steadfast love for He does not willingly (desirously) afflict or grieve the children of men. 
 Lam 3:32-33

· Just as expected, given the choice: 
1. Satan and other angels following him rebelled, mankind was tempted,
and man chose to distrust, disobey and dishonor… 
The One True, High, Holy and Good God
2. Adam and Eve sinned against God. Forsaking their perfect creator and lover of their soul—
The fountain of Living/waters
3. This selfish rebellion brought sin and suffering into our world   
4. Forever infecting mankind…
a) With sin, independence
a) With a Lack of honoring God for all that He is…as we should

· All these sins necessitated, and still do today, the only just and holy response possible:
1. Separation from a Holy creator
2. A Fixed destiny away from God and His influence:
His presence, His benevolence, and from His gracious restraint of sin and suffering. 
3. In the only place there is like that… Hell.
It would grieve a good and Holy God that any would perish; as 2 Thess 1:9 puts it… 
…pay the penalty of eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord…and from the glory of
 His power.”
4. A good description of God’s perspective of all this is seen again in God’s commentary when Israel forsook God in their sin and independence: 
Be appalled, heavens at this, shudder, be utterly desolate declares the Lord, for my people have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters. Jer 2:12
5.  And yet…a perfect, gracious, and good God would not leave things there. 

GOD’S GRACE AND GOODNESS STILL

· The catastrophe of the Fall, being foreknown or not, was grievous. 
1. It was against the very person and benevolence of holy, God Almighty. 
2. His own distrusted, disobeyed and forsook a worthy God who created 
and cared for His people.

· But God was still in control, good, and working His perfect plan, because God the Son, in His goodness and grace…was willing to: (verses below)
1. Suffer leaving a perfect and glorious heaven, 
where He was in glory, with his Father, and worshipped
2. Suffer being a real man: dependent, vulnerable and needy; though God of the universe.
3. Suffer living among sin and sinners, rather than perfect love and holiness
4. Suffer seeing and identifying with man’s suffering
5. Suffer great betrayal
6. Suffer undeserved treatment and rejection from man 

· And in doing that, He…perfect God and perfect man, having done no wrong…

1. Suffered the cruelest of deaths-on a cross of shame
2. Suffered the shame of being abused 
3. Suffered public exposure… 
4. Suffered the undeserved rejection  of man 
5. Suffered the complete rejection of His Father of love

Who though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped  but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Phil 2:6-8

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Is 53:3

And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head and put a reed in His right hand. And kneeling before Him, they mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on Him and took the reed and struck Him on the head.. And when they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the robe and put His own clothes on Him and led Him away to crucify Him…And when they had crucified Him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots…And those who passed by derided Him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” Matt 25:30—42

Yet it was the will [not enjoyment]of the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him to grief; when His soul makes an offering for guilt, He shall see his offspring; He shall prolong His days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. Isaiah 53:10 

He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things? Romans 8:32 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 'Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?' that is, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?'. Matthew 27:46

· He needed to suffer (and did so willingly): 
1. Undeserved wrath, judgement and punishment from His Father for us.
2. To take OUR sin, deserved guilt, shame, separation, rejection, and wrath upon sin; satisfying the necessary judgement of God.
(though) all we like sheep have gone astray, (and) each of us has turned to (our) own way…the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Is 53:6 
3. In a sense, He become sin for us…in our deserved place
For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him wemight become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor 5:21
For God so loved the world that He gave (to all of that suffering) His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not parish. Jn 3:16
4. ALL without sin 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. 23 When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.  I Pet 2:22-24



· God Suffered for us:
1. Being the perfect Father; the God who is good, is love, is the God of all compassion, we cannot begin to fathom His grief to afflict and reject His perfect Son (who came willingly for it) in the above ways.
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. Isaiah 53:4
2. No one has suffered like Jesus and the Father, in Jesus’ coming, His sacrifice for us, the bear of all sin and guilt, and the rejection of the Father…all to accomplish their glorious Master Plan, for God’s glory and our blessedness with Him in it.

· Jesus the Son, and the Father, Did All of this, to offer… 
1. through repentance, faith, and glad surrender….
2. The Great Exchange (1)
3. Our sinfulness   (2) for His righteousness. 
He became sin for us so we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor 5:21
4.  That we might be reconciled back to God and with God, for eternity! 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to God. 
1 Peter 3:18 
You who were once far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. Eph 2:13


MASTER PLAN SUMMATION

· We were created for a relationship with God for His glory and our blessing.  
To be God’s own people, and He our God.

· This was accomplished through the coming, and sacrifice, and resurrection of Christ

· Christ was given the name above all names, the title Lord of all, and also given the redeemed for His “Bride” so they could…
1. Be bringing Him glory…for all that He is, and all He has done.
2. Now and forever be abiding with Him, 
in His love, in His sufficiency, and in His benevolence.
· A Holy and good God, through the ages, masterfully worked/is working His gracious plan…
In love, He predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to kind intention of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in Christ Jesus. Eph 1:4-6

· There was no other way, mere creation to be made and remain, holy enough to dwell freely and blessed in the presence of God, in glorious heaven, forever…
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with glory that is to be revealed to us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its (inevitable) slavery to corruption, into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. Rom 8:20-21



